THE AGE OF MACHINERY
The outbreak of war with revolutionary France wrecked
the course of the free trade movement for a generation. It was
revived by a petition presented to Parliament in 1820 which
was drafted by Tooke the economist and signed by merchants
of the city of London. This famous manifesto enunciated the
principles of free trade and demanded the abolition of all
restrictions on imports which were imposed in the interests of
industry, unless they were required for revenue purposes. It
affirmed: That freedom from restraint is calculated to give
the utmost extension to foreign trade and the best direction
to the capital and industry of the country. That as no
importation could be continued for any length of time with-
out a corresponding exportation direct or indirect there
would be an encouragement, for the purpose of that exporta-
tion, of some other production to which our situation might
be better suited. That a policy founded on these principles
would render the commerce of the world an interchange of
mutual advantages, and diffuse an increase of wealth and
enjoyments among the inhabitants of each state.' The mani-
festo made a deep impression, and the first step was taken
(1824) to break down artificial barriers by allowing the
export of native wool. It was  a  remarkable  change in
English commercial policy, since for two centuries it had
been an article of faith to prevent the transhipment of wool
as the raw material on which the chief industry of the
kingdom depended. In the following year the duty on foreign
cloth was reduced from 50 to 15 per cent. By the with-
drawal of protection from the woollen industry, which had
always been considered the staple manufacture of the realm,
the state threw to the winds the most tenacious doctrine of its
former economic creed.
After so striking a departure from mercantilism, the way
lay open for a general application of free trade doctrines.
The progress of the movement is to be traced in the reform
of the fiscal system associated with the names of Huskisson,
Peel and Gladstone. Huskisson asserted that 'whenever you
give a free scope to industry, to the stirring intelligence and
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